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II. INTERNAL CONDITION OF INDIA IN THE
SIXTEENTH CENTURY.
From the works of the historian Elphinstone, and from
the various publications of the Hakluyt Society, some idea
may be obtained of the internal state of India in the begin-
ning of the sixteenth century and in the fifteenth century,
prior to the Portuguese discovery of the Cape of Good
Hope? and from the authorities to whom reference has been
made in Chapter I. some information has been gathered as
to the trade which was carried on between Rome and India
by way of the Red Sea, which began to decline after the
partition of the former empire, or to be supplanted by trade
with Constantinople by caravan through Persia. The
intercourse between India and the Byzantine Empire was,
however, interrupted by the Arab conquest, and their
trade with the west by their hostilities with the Christians
in Europe. In the tenth century the republics of Amalfi
and Venice reopened intercourse with India by way of
Egypt ; anc^ in the eleventh century the irruptions of the
Turks into Syria and Palestine led to commercial inter-
communications between east and west to an extent
previously unknown, which was chiefly earned on by the
republics of Genoa and Venice. Upon, the expulsion cf
the Genoese from Constantinople in 1453 the Venetians
monopolised the trade between the East and the ports of
the Mamluk Sultans of Egypt in that country and in Syria
till the close of the fifteenth century, when the discovery
of America and the rounding of the Cape threw the com-
merce of India into the hands of the Portuguese. Nicolo
de Conti, whose travels ended in 1444, dilates upon the
greatness of Vij^yanagar, refers to the ships upon the
Ganges made of bamboo, to the use of pain leaves for